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CHAP,    carrying their purpose into effect they placed themselves

in communication with the King's chief factor, who was

A.D.      the   principal  overseer  of his exchequer, and with the

4498. King's gazil, or minister of justice. The Moors iD>r
formed these men that the Portuguese, w:ho came from n
very far country, had certainly not arrived all this distance
for mere purposes of trade, of which, being a wealthy
nation, they had no need, but only to spy out the country,
with the view of returning and conquering it by force of
arms, and plundering it. They therefore requested that
the King might be warned against them, and be careful
how he entered into any treaties with them. These
arguments the Moorish merchants backed up by liberal
presents, with a view to secure also the goodwill of the
King's high officers of State.

The broker Davane, having delivered his message to the
King, was dismissed without any definite reply, but
informed that he might purchase there in full securi
anything he might require. When next Davane
shore, Vasco da Gama sent with him Joao Nunes, a
vict, who could speak Arabic and Hebrew', and could also
understand the Moors' language. The instructions given
to Nunes were that he was to look well at everything he
saw in the city, and at the manner of the inhabitants, and
to listen well to what he heard, but not to speak or ask
any questions. By an artifice Davane and Nunes wTere
prevented from returning to the ships at night, and they
had therefore to sleep in Calicut. This was not altogether
unfortunate, for Nunes met with a Moor who, recognizing
his nationality, spoke to Mm in Castilian, and took him to
sleep at his own house. This man, Alonzo Perez by nam*
was a native of Seville, who had turned Mohammedan, aijd
by his services the Portuguese were greatly assiste
their negotiations with the natives, whilst by his time
warnings they were enabled to avoid the plots wThich hacT-
been planned against them by the Moors.

The following day the Castilian went on board Vasco